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Man�sa was called “Magnes�a ad S�pylum” �n the Roman Emp�re.
Man�sa has a past dat�ng back to as early as the Palaeol�th�c Age w�th �ts
geograph�cal locat�on. The c�ty establ�shed by the Magnets who m�grated from
Thessaly and settled at the foots of Mount Sp�l, was known as “Magnes�a” and over
t�me, �t was a settlement of the H�tt�tes, Phryg�ans, Greeks, Lyd�ans, Pers�ans, Roman,
Byzant�nes, Sarukhan�ds and Ottomans. Due to pr�nc�pal�ty’s presence �n the reg�on,
the c�ty was also referred to as Saruhan. Follow�ng the Ottoman rule, the c�ty’s name
changed f�rst �nto Magn�s�a, later Magn�sa and f�nally Man�sa. Because the c�ty was a
sanjak centre for the Ottomans, �t was a place where prospect�ve sultans �mproved
the�r adm�n�strat�ve sk�lls. Murad II, Mehmed II The Conqueror, Sule�man the
Magn�f�cent, Sel�m II, Murad III, Mehmed III and Mustafa I acted as sanjak governors
�n Man�sa.

HISTORICAL CITY MANİSA
If you are a h�story enthus�ast, you must stop by at Man�sa, the c�ty of pr�nces. Before
reach�ng the c�ty, ol�ve groves and v�neyards of famous Sultan�ye grapes that stretch
for k�lometres w�ll welcome you w�th Mount Sp�l that enc�rcles the ent�re c�ty. You
come across a number of h�stor�cal monuments that bear traces of the Ottoman
and anc�ent per�od, once you arr�ve �n the c�ty. F�rst of all, you must stop by at N�obe
also known as the Weep�ng Rock, and see th�s legendary work �n �ts or�g�nal place. In
th�s ne�ghbourhood establ�shed around the monument, the d�str�ct called Karaköy, �f
you walk along Çaybaşı Creek where h�stor�cal Red Br�dge �s located, you can take a
short break at the H�stor�cal Country Coffee house, relax �n the shade of sycamores
accompan�ed by the mus�cal gurgle of the stream, and later v�s�t Revak Sultan Tomb
r�ght �n front of N�obe. Gülgün Hatun Dere Masj�d and Bathhouse dat�ng back to
14th century, rest�ng �n the shade of cypresses on the r�ght and left of the tomb, and
the h�stor�cal fabr�c of Yed� Kızlar (Seven G�rls) Tomb bu�lt by command of Saruhan
Bey’s w�fe Gülgün Hatun, are worth v�s�t�ng. Kabak Lodge bu�lt by P�lavcı Hacı
Hüsey�n �n the 16th century, stands out w�th �ts arch�tecture, stone-masonry and
magn�f�cence.

C�ty of Pr�nces w�th a H�stor�cal Fabr�c: Man�sa



You can observe the art�st�c taste of
centur�es ago by look�ng at the exqu�s�te
patterns and br�ck workmansh�p on the
facades and m�naret of Ivaz Pasha Mosque,
wh�le walk�ng along the creek flow�ng �n the
shade of plane trees on the route. The
br�ckwork of Kaval Founta�n surrounded by
bu�ld�ngs �n the area, �s also splend�d. The
examples of br�ckwork �n Ivaz Pasha Mosque
can be seen near Karaköy Bath. R�ght
beh�nd the bathhouse �s Attar Hoca Mosque
dat�ng back to 1480, has a balcony at �ts
entrance, and resembles an art gallery w�th
�ts �nter�or decorat�ons, pulp�t, altar and
ce�l�ng decorat�ons. Ahead �s Hacı Yahya
Mosque from 1470 w�th a br�ckwork worth
see�ng. Look�ng towards the foots of Mount
Sp�l from here, Lala Pasha Mosque bu�lt �n
the 16th century, has a relax�ng atmosphere
w�th �ts stone-masonry, splendour and
garden. Aga�n �n th�s ne�ghbourhood,
Defterdar Mahmut Efend� Mosque and at �ts
entrance Pür Nefes Çeleb� Founta�n dat�ng
back to 1586, welcome us. The mosque �s an
aesthet�c del�ght w�th �ts woodwork, ce�l�ng
mot�fs and pulp�t. A f�ghter who l�ved �n the
establ�shment per�od, and cons�derably
�nfluenced Man�sa’s Turk�f�cat�on and
Islam�zat�o the tomb of Hak� Baba �s also �n
the area.
 TRACES OF AYŞE HAFSA SULTAN
As you walk on 8 Eylül Avenue that d�v�des
the c�ty centre �nto two, you can see
h�stor�cal tombs, founta�ns and mosques on
the r�ght and left s�de of the avenue. 22
Sultans Tomb, sa�d to be the largest tomb �n
Anatol�a, Yarhasanlar Mosque that stands
out w�th �ts pr�smat�c dome, Süleyman Paşa
Founta�n, Ayn-ı Al� Mosque and Tomb, are
some of these monuments.

 

 When you leave the tomb beh�nd, bu�lt by
command of Karaman�zade Emre Hoca’s
son, İbrah�m Çeleb� Mosque w�th three small
br�ck domes and a spac�ous garden �n the
shade of cypress trees, �s located on a narrow
street and Entekkel�ler Lodge �s located r�ght
across the mosque. If you walk along the
street where tomb �s located, you can see
Sultan Mosque bu�lt by command of Sultan
Sule�man the Magn�f�cent’s mother Ayşe
Hafsa Sultan, Pr�mary School, Sultan
Bathhouse, Hosp�tal and Madrasah. Mosque
�s a rare example of Ottoman art w�th �ts
�nter�or and exter�or decorat�ons. The
structure bu�lt as a hosp�tal wh�ch serves as a
Med�c�nal H�story Museum today, has rooms
where med�cal �nstruments used by the
Ottomans, wax sculptures of treatments as
eye surgery and cauter�zat�on, century-old
drug conta�ners and manuscr�pts are
exh�b�ted. Add�t�onally, the �llustrat�on of
product�on of “Mes�r Paste” wh�ch �s a
comb�nat�on of 41 herbs, the wax sculpture
of Cem�l Şener who l�ved �n Man�sa �n
Republ�c per�od and produced the drug
called “L�tyazol Cem�l” wh�ch �s the f�rst local
and patented drug made from blessed
th�stle, and the �nstruments he used are
exh�b�ted.
 
 



MOSQUES, TOMBS, FOUNTAINS; RELICS FROM THE OTTOMAN
Across Sultan Mosque �s Murad�ye Mosque, a most prec�ous Ottoman rel�c �n Man�sa
bu�lt by command of Murat III. The mosque, rumoured to have been planned by
Arch�tect S�nan cons�sts of a Madrasah, a hosp�ce, and a pr�mary school. The mosque �s a
masterp�ece of Turk�sh decorat�on art w�th var�ous adornments and workmansh�p. The
madrasah sect�on located �n the s�de yard of the mosque, now serves as the
Ethnography Museum; and the hosp�ce �s used as the Museum of Archaeology. Works
dat�ng back to Ottoman per�od are exh�b�ted �n the Museum of Archaeology as well as
hundreds of works such as marble columns, sculptures, tombstones and sarcophag�
from anc�ent t�mes �n Man�sa. Near the mosque �s centur�es-old tomb of Saruhan Bey, or
as locals call as Saruhan Father, who conquered an �mportant centre of Byzant�ne
per�od, Man�sa and made �t the centre of the Beyl�k. When you walk from Saruhan Bey’s
tomb, Y�ğ�tbaşı Vel� tomb, Al� Bey Mosque bu�lt as a cornered mosque w�th a large
courtyard, and Ilyas Bey Masj�d w�th a founta�n on the wall, can be seen. When you look
up from the masj�d, you can see Sey�t Hoca Lodge/ Masj�d dat�ng back to 14th century.
Flow�ng Vakvak Founta�n and Vakvak Lodge are located at the next street to the masj�d.
You can v�ew Man�sa from th�s b�rd’s eye along the road. If you follow the road, you come
across the h�stor�cal Ulu Mosque. One of the oldest mosques �n Man�sa that overlooks
the c�ty, was bu�lt by command of Ishak Bey, the grandson of Saruhan Bey �n 1366 by
arch�tect Emet b�n Osman. Mosque’s pulp�t �s one of the rare examples of Turk�sh wood
carv�ng. Ins�de the structure, �s the tomb of Ishak Bey as well as Çukur Bathhouse on the
north-east of the mosque. There �s a h�stor�cal bu�ld�ng on the road from Ulu Cam�� that
leads to the ru�ns of Man�sa Fortress, wh�ch �s sa�d to be a two-storeys h�gh M�nt. The
rema�ns of the fortress located at foots of Mount Sp�l, are �n ru�ns. When you v�ew the c�ty
from the Fortress, you feel l�ke Man�sa �s under your feet. Ahead the road �s Mevlev�
Lodge and Sarabat Mosque. From Çukur Bathhouse, you w�ll come across Göktaşlı
Mosque, D�lş�kar Hatun Mosque and Bathhouse and Hacı Osman Ağa (Fork) Mosque on
the road.
As you walk towards c�ty centre, you see Alaybey� Mosque bu�lt �n 1571 by Ferhat Aga.
Just ahead �s Hüsrev Aga Complex that has a mosque, bathhouse, tomb and a bur�al
area w�th�n �ts structure. At the entrance of the mosque, there are two h�stor�cal
founta�ns and a magn�f�cent bathhouse dat�ng back to 1558, oppos�te of the mosque
wh�ch �s a part of the complex. There �s also N�şan Pasha Mosque near th�s complex
where mosque �s located. On the mosque route, one of Man�sa’s famous sultan mosques
Hatın�ye Mosque, and Man�sa Government Off�ce are located. Off�ce was bu�lt �n 1924-
1925 by arch�tect Rüstem Bakoğlu dur�ng Governor Müstak Lütf� Bey per�od. Hatun�ye
Mosque across the off�ce was bu�lt �n 1490 by command of Hüsnü Şah Hatun, the w�fe of
Sultan Bayez�d II. An exqu�s�te example of the early Ottoman arch�tecture, mosque’s
m�naret’s body �s adorned w�th z�gzag-shaped tw�sts. Pulp�t decorated w�th geometr�c
carv�ngs, �s spectacular. To the r�ght of the mosque Hatunev� (Lady House) and Grand
V�z�er Translator Rüştü Pasha’s tomb are also located. On the backstreet of Hatun�ye
Mosque, when you take the r�ght road at the junct�on, you see small shops where traces
of the old bazaar are st�ll preserved. 
 



Yen� Inn just ahead st�ll preserves �ts splendour w�th �ts solemn�ty and beauty
of the stone-masonry �n �ts �nter�or, and must be v�s�ted. In the area, there �s
also Taşçılar Masj�d and tradesmen let sherbet flow from �ts founta�n on
Fr�days. Polad Hacı Mehmet Aga Founta�n �s worth see�ng w�th �ts two
facades and decorat�ons. Kurşunlu Inn draws attent�on w�th �ts h�stor�cal
fabr�c, magn�f�cence and arch�tectural texture r�ght beh�nd Hatun�ye. Art�san
bazaar set up around Cumhur�yet Bathhouse and Çeşn�g�r Mosque �s ahead.
From here, you should get to the yard of Çeşn�g�r Mosque to rest for a wh�le
and adm�re the aesthet�c structure of the h�stor�cal l�brary �n the mosque.
There �s also Rum Mehmet Paşa Covered Bazaar and Alaca Bathhouse �n the
v�c�n�ty also referred to as craftsman park.
We have g�ven some �nformat�on about the h�stor�cal s�tes at c�ty centre and
on Man�sa route, you should v�s�t the follow�ng after v�s�t�ng these s�tes: the
statue of “Man�sa Tarzan” known as Turkey’s f�rst env�ronmental�st, and A�ga�
Anc�ent C�ty must be v�s�ted. Agr�cultural products such as Sultan�ye grape,
Akh�sar ol�ve, Kırkağaç melon, grown on the fert�le lands of Ged�z pla�n
should be tasted. Do not forget to buy mes�r paste. Try Man�sa kebab. The
c�ty centre should be v�ewed from Uncubozköy, located on the foots of
Mount Sp�l. Aga�n, at Sp�l, �f you come across a Man�sa Tul�p at promenades,
make sure to take a photo. You can explore the beaut�es of nature by h�k�ng
�n the area, and can come across a jade. If you want
https://trderg�s�.com/en/c�ty-of-pr�nces-w�th-a-h�stor�cal-fabr�c-man�sa/



MANISA GUIDE - CITY INFORMATION
Man�sa C�ty Informat�on:
The prov�nce of Man�sa �s located �n Western Anatol�a between Sp�l Mounta�n and Ged�z R�ver and �s at an �mportant junct�on po�nt
for transportat�on of Aegean Reg�on. Just east of the coastal c�ty of Izm�r over the Sabuncubel� Pass, Man�sa was founded as
Magnes�a �n 190 BCE. An �mportant yet prov�nc�al centre dur�ng the Ottoman per�od, Man�sa recently started to emerge as one of
the �ndustr�al powerhouses of Turk�sh economy. The c�ty �s a developed agr�cultural, �ndustr�al and trade c�ty.The foundat�on h�story
descends to the BC 3000 years and the traces and remnants of H�tt�te,Fr�g, Lyd�a, Macedon�an, Roman, Byzant�ne, Turk�sh States
and Ottoman c�v�l�zat�ons are found �n the c�ty. The �ntens�f�ed culture and art throughout the h�story and the cross�ng trade routes
had made the prov�nce of Man�sa an attract�ve and �nterest�ng hol�day center w�th the r�ch cultural and natural beaut�es prov�d�ng
d�fferent hol�day poss�b�l�t�es.

Places to V�s�t;

Goddess of Anatol�a: Sculpture of Cybele �n the southeast of Man�sa have been so many c�v�l�zat�ons and cultures, w�th d�fferent
names. Although the sculpture was carved �nto the rock, at a he�ght of 8-10 meters, many have been damaged by natural factors
such as rock rel�efs. L�v�ng outs�de the damaged part of the head and all the deta�ls can be seen the f�gures. Headgear at the
beg�nn�ng of the goddess, holds hands w�th her breasts and �n a sect�on head �n the shape of a square on the r�ght s�de, there are
vague traces of four H�tt�te h�eroglyph�c �nscr�pt�ons.

Museum of Man�sa: In�t�ally, the work �n the area of the madrasa complex �n Murad�ye �tem �s stored. Work schedule due to the
prol�ferat�on of madrasas, part of the per�od at the �n�t�at�ve of local managers as a museum was opened on October 29, 1937.
Insuff�c�ent rema�n�ng parts of the madrasas �n 1972 after restorat�on work has been done w�th the archeolog�cal department of
almshouse, the ethnograph�c sect�on �s d�v�ded �nto madrasahs. Sard�s, the cap�tal of the Lyd�an k�ngdom s�nce 1958 found �n
excavat�on works are exh�b�ted here. In the Bronze Age Archaeology from the Byzant�ne per�od unt�l the end of coff�ns, grave
stones, mosa�cs, pottery, statues, busts, glass and �vory objects are exh�b�ted. Also art�facts and mosa�cs �nvolv�ng Terms hall, anc�ent
gold jewelry, s�lverware and play teams w�th samples of anc�ent t�mes removed from Sard�s, the Ottoman per�od, extend�ng per�od
of gold, s�lver and bronze co�ns, where the treasure room �s a separate appeal has.
Museum �s closed on Mondays and open 08:30-12:00 13:00-16:45 hours.
Phone : 0 236 2311071

http://www.dimpletravel.com/hotels/turkey/manisa/
http://www.dimpletravel.com/hotels/turkey/izmir/


Kula Kenan Evren Etnografya Müzes�: In the Kula d�str�ct of Man�sa. County home that the 7th Pres�dent of Turkey, Kenan Evren was
was born �n has been expropr�ated and organ�zed as Ethnography Museum. Current status of pr�vate museums are under the
respons�b�l�ty of the Mun�c�pal�ty of Kula. V�s�tors are taken on mun�c�pal control Phone:0236311000 Pr�ce : For free.

Kula Houses: In h�story, "Burns Country" Kula-called trad�t�onal arch�tectural structure, wh�ch can ma�nta�n t�ll today �s one of the
or�g�nal settlement. The houses �n th�s c�ty, w�th great structure and a large port�on of t�me spent at home by women who are
prepared.

Man�sa C�tadel: Man�sa �n the south of the Sp�l Mounta�n to the north slopes of the castle wh�ch term �s done �n a certa�n
�nformat�on or that, surround�ng the water �n 17 AD �n the earthquake have been destroyed and the Roman Emperor T�ber�us t�me
aga�n �s supposed to. Engrav�ngs from the ex�st�ng ru�ns of travel �nscr�pt�on, at one t�me seemed to be qu�te a magn�f�cent
structure, castle-l�ke pentagonal plan because the fund among the people "Sandıkkale" �s called. A part of the c�ty walls and towers
of the worn, albe�t st�ll qu�te pronounced.

Yoğurtçu Kales�: Man�sa up to 20 m�les away. Although archaeolog�cal excavat�ons have not yet, are very strong on the structure of
the Byzant�ne, or even down to the Roman per�od �s l�kely.

Mevlev�hane: W�th the a�m of spread�ng the Mevlev� and l�ve Saruhan Bey �n 1368 was bu�lt by the grandson of Isaac Chalab�. The
bu�ld�ng at the foot Sp�l unt�l the end of the XIX. century was used by the Mevlev�s, then abandoned to h�s own.

Sp�l Mounta�n Nat�onal Park: 1969 was declared Nat�onal Park. 1571 meters h�gh. temperature �s 10-15 degrees less �n the c�ty than
the peak.

The Temple: In the upper pla�ns of Toptepe, probably at the end of the AD 11th century had been bu�lt �n a grand manner. Dur�ng
excavat�ons, the stone block foundat�on, w�th only some fr�nge blocks and column p�eces of marble have been uncovered. Over the
years, has been a great destruct�on.

St. Jean Church: MS VI. Adopted on the century Ionnes (St. John) Church, on the monumental bu�ld�ngs of anc�ent c�t�es, �s one of
Ph�ladelhph�a. In approx�mately 1600 square meters �s now preserved �n the three p�llars of the church, was at least s�x p�llars.
Approx�mately 11 meters �n d�ameter wh�ch had been carry�ng two large domes.

Hermokapel�a (Büknüş): Today, at the locat�on of Büknüş, the west of Akh�sar. Hermokapele�a, was due terms of adm�n�strat�ve
just�ce �n Pergamon Convetus �n the Roman per�od , the emperor Caracalla after �t was made Thya-te�ra a new Convetus center
mounted there. Hermokapele�a to have kata�k�a, mean�ng "m�l�tary colon�es" shows that relat�vely large c�ty then a part of the
v�llage dur�ng the Roman per�od.

H�erakome� (Beyoba): Wh�ch �s a town just south of Akh�sar Beyoba'nın founded the famous Temple of Artem�s, the anc�ent c�ty-�s
Pers�ka. BC 1st century, �mportant enough to pr�nt the�r own money, th�s c�ty, was the era of Augustus, was the state of a s�te w�th an
urban management. Pergamon Assembly Church �n the Byzant�ne per�od were �ncluded. Also �ncluded a H�erokles I�st.

Hyrcan�s (Al�beyl�): Al�beyl� Scyth�an or�g�n, and �n the excavat�ons �n the v�c�n�ty of three tümülüste buIunmuştur charecter works.
War of Magnes�abetween the Romans passed Seleukhoslar reg�on �s almost here �n BC 190 years.



Man�sa �s one of the most
�mportant c�t�es of the
Aegean Reg�on. Bes�des
amaz�ng everyone w�th �ts
natural beaut�es, �t also has
a longstand�ng and deeply
rooted h�story. The fact that
the c�ty �s close to İzm�r .
Accord�ng to anc�ent
sources, the founder c�ty of
Aegean �s Man�sa, �n fact.
Cons�der the follow�ng as
we trace h�story:

Man�sa C�ty Gu�de
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Traces from Burnt

Country are seen

here.

Kybele Rock

Monument from the

H�tt�te Per�od �s here.

The cap�tal of Lyd�a,

wh�ch created the

f�rst money ever �n

h�story, was �n

Man�sa.

3 of 7 churches of

As�a are �n Man�sa.

These are Sardes,

Ph�ladelph�a, and

Thyate�ra.
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https://motleyturkey.com/destination/churches-and-holy-sites-for-christians-to-visit-in-turkey/


Apart from Ged�z

R�ver and Bakırçay

Stream, the b�ggest

lake of the reg�on,

Marmara Lake �s also

�n the c�ty. The c�ty �s,

�n general, under the

effect of Aegean and

Med�terranean

cl�mates, wh�le a

more cont�nental

cl�mate �s

exper�enced �n the

mounta�nous areas.

The c�ty �s r�ch �n

terms of cultural

values. e.g. Tarzan of

Man�sa, named

Ahmet Bedev� drew

attent�on w�th h�s

qu�et and odd nature.

Work�ng at the

mun�c�pal�ty, he

jo�ned the war of

�ndependence and

was honored w�th a

medal.
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Teachers’ Day �s celebrated �n many countr�es on October 5th, but �n Turkey, �t �s
celebrated on November 24th. We would l�ke to both celebrate the day of our
valued teachers and expla�n why Turkey adopted November 24 as Teachers’ Day.
The h�story of World Teachers’ Day �s based on the recommendat�on of an
�ntergovernmental conference on October 5th, 1966 �n Par�s. Th�s h�stor�cal
dec�s�on, wh�ch concerns all world teachers and determ�nes the status of the
teach�ng profess�on, was held under the leadersh�p of �nternat�onal teacher
organ�zat�ons, Un�ted Nat�ons Educat�onal, Sc�ent�f�c and Cultural Organ�zat�on
UNESCO and ILO. 28 years after the conference, �n 1994, October 5 was declared
World Teachers’ Day.
Accord�ng to h�stor�cal and cultural m�lestones, there are countr�es that celebrate
Teachers’ Day on d�fferent dates. For example, January 30 �n Greece, February 28 �n
Bahra�n, Un�ted Arab Em�rates, Alger�a, Morocco, Qatar, L�bya, Egypt, Saud� Arab�a,
Tun�s�a, Oman, Jordan and Yemen, May 2 �n Iran, f�rst Tuesday of May �n the Un�ted
States, May 15 �n Mex�co, September 10 �n Ch�na, and November 24 �n Turkey.
Why November 24?                                                                              
S�nce 1981, Teacher’s Day �s celebrated on November 24th �n Turkey. As �t can be
expected, th�s spec�f�c date has an �mportance for Turkey.
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The founder and one of the leaders of the Republ�c of Turkey Mustafa Kemal
Atatürk, the greatest gen�us of our age, �s mostly known w�th h�s m�l�tary gen�us.
However, Atatürk was a leader w�th a vast knowledge and v�s�on �n econom�c,
soc�al and cultural f�elds. He bel�eved that the educat�on level of Turk�sh soc�ety
and espec�ally women should be �ncreased, and the development of l�terature
w�th the western world was �mportant. For th�s reason, �n 1928, he completed the
prel�m�nary stud�es and presented the new Turk�sh alphabet wh�ch was �nsp�red
by the Lat�n alphabet and rev�sed �n accordance w�th the Turk�sh phonet�cs.
On 8th of August 1928, at the ball held �n Sarayburnu Park, Mustafa Kemal Atatürk
heralded to the publ�c the new Turk�sh alphabet. H�s part of the speech �s as
follows:
“(…) A lot of work has been done, but there �s not last but very �mportant th�ng that
we are obl�ged to do today, but there �s another very necessary task: The new
Turk�sh letters must be learned qu�ckly. Teach them to the c�t�zens, women, men,
porters and boatmen. Know th�s as the duty of patr�ot�sm and nat�onal�sm. Th�nk
about that ten percent of a nat�on, a soc�al commun�ty, can read and wr�te, and
e�ghty percent do not. Those who are human should be ashamed for �t.

Immed�ately thereafter, on August 11th, sample alphabet classes were opened �n
Dolmabahçe Palace. The laws relat�ng to the Letter Revolut�on on November 1st,
1928 by the Grand Nat�onal Assembly of Turkey was adopted and entered �nto
force on November 3rd. W�th Mustafa Kemal Atatürk’s determ�nat�on and h�s
bel�ef �n Turk�sh soc�ety, a short per�od of 3 months was determ�ned for learn�ng
and us�ng the new letters. As of January 1st, 1929, the law proh�b�ts state off�ces
from us�ng the old letters. On November 24th, 1929, the Nat�onal Schools were
opened, and efforts were made to �ncrease the number of l�terate people.
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The leader of the War of Independence and the found�ng leader of the Republ�c of
Turkey Mustafa Kemal Atatürk has been the protagon�st and headteacher dur�ng
all th�s process. On November 24th,1928, the open�ng date of the Nat�onal Schools,
he was g�ven the t�tle of Head Teacher. 100 years after h�s b�rth, Teachers’ Day was
declared on November 24th, 1981.
 
 

Congratulat�ons on Turkey’s Teacher’s Day,
and we remember the Head Teacher Mustafa Kemal Atatürk respectfully.

https://www.turkishnews.com/tr/content/2013/11/24/24-kasim-1981-yilindan-beri-ogretmenler-gunu-olarak-kutlanmaktadir/
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Anc�ent Myths around Man�sa Pan, the
Greek god of shepherds and nature �n, was a
great mus�c�an who �s known for h�s
�nvent�on of the, or pan flute. The sound of
h�s p�pes was so sweet that he grew proud,
and bel�ev�ng h�mself greater than the ch�ef
mus�c�an of the gods, Apollo, the sun-god, he
challenged Apollo to a mus�cal duel. Apollo
consented to the test, for he w�shed to
pun�sh Pan's van�ty, wh�le overlook�ng 

h�s own well-known arrogance. Pan and Apollo chose the mounta�n
Tmolus(Bozdağ/Sal�hl�) to be the judge of the contest, s�nce no one �s so old and
w�se as the h�lls. When Pan and Apollo came before Tmolus for the duel, the�r
followers came w�th them, to hear, and one of those who came w�th Pan was a
mortal named M�das(k�ng of Phryg�a). F�rst Pan played; he blew on h�s reed
p�pes, and out came a tune so w�ld and yet so coax�ng that the b�rds hopped
from the trees to get near; the squ�rrels came runn�ng from the�r holes; and the
very trees swayed as �f they wanted to dance. The fauns laughed aloud for joy as
the melody t�ckled the�r furry l�ttle ears, and M�das thought �t was the sweetest
mus�c �n the world. Then Apollo rose, and �n h�s hands he held h�s golden lyre.
When he touched the str�ngs of the lyre, such mus�c stole upon the a�r as never
god nor mortal heard before. The w�ld creatures of the wood crouched st�ll as
stone; the trees kept every leaf from rustl�ng; earth and a�r were as s�lent as a
dream. When Apollo stopped play�ng, �t was l�ke b�dd�ng farewell to one's father
and mother.

When the spell of Apollo's mus�c was broken, the
hearers fell at Apollo's feet and procla�med h�m
the w�nner. All but M�das, who alone would not
adm�t that the mus�c was better than Pan's. "If
th�n ears are so dull, mortal," sa�d Apollo, "they
shall take the shape that best su�ts them." Apollo
touched the ears of M�das, and they grew long,
po�nted, and furry. They were the ears of a
donkey! 

Pan and Apollo were almost equal for the f�rst round, but Apollo had not yet
g�ven up. Apollo turned h�s �nstrument ups�de down to play the same tune and
wanted Pan to do so. But Pan couldn’t. Apollo won and cla�med the pr�ze of the
v�ctor that they had agreed upon before beg�nn�ng the contest. Apollo could do
whatever he w�shed to Pan. So Apollo p�nned Pan to a tree and flayed h�m al�ve…
Pan’s sculpture (Archeolog�cal Museum of Man�sa)
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November 10th �s Atatürk Memor�al Day. Although �t’s not an off�c�al publ�c
hol�day �n Turkey, �t �s an �mportant occas�on and one of great s�gn�f�cance to
the country as �t commemorates the pass�ng of Mustafa Kemal Atatürk, the
f�rst Pres�dent of the Republ�c of Turkey. If you are �n Turkey dur�ng th�s t�me,
you w�ll not�ce the nat�onal flags fly�ng and hear s�rens and tannoys prompt�ng
you to stop what you’re do�ng, stand to attent�on and observe a m�nutes
s�lence at 9.05 am.

ABOUT MUSTAFA KEMAL ATATÜRK
Who was Mustafa Kemal Atatürk?
Mustafa Kemal Atatürk (1881 -1938) was a sold�er, a leader, a revolut�onary, and
a reformer who led Turkey to �ndependence, ult�mately creat�ng the Republ�c
of Turkey we know today. Atatürk �s w�dely regarded as one of the most
s�gn�f�cant pol�t�cal leaders of the 20th Century.
Atatürk’s early years.
Atatürk was born s�mply by the name ‘Mustafa’ �n Salon�ka (now Greek
Thessalon�k�) �n 1881, when �t was part of the Ottoman Emp�re. He was born
�nto a m�ddle-class fam�ly, and h�s father was a local l�eutenant who wanted h�s
son to grow up as a sold�er. At the age of 12, Mustafa was sent to a m�l�tary
school where h�s maths teacher gave h�m the name Kemal, mean�ng
‘excellence’, as he excelled �n h�s stud�es. Mustafa Kemal then attended the
War Academy where he graduated �n 1905.
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Mustafa Kemal was an accompl�shed sold�er.
Mustafa Kemal became an accompl�shed sold�er serv�ng �n L�bya aga�nst the
Ital�ans �n 1911, and then �n the Balkan Wars between 1912 and 1913. He ga�ned
most recogn�t�on dur�ng World War I, and he became a m�l�tary hero follow�ng
h�s act�ons dur�ng the Ottoman Turk�sh v�ctory at the Battle of Gall�pol�.
By 1919, Mustafa Kemal had ga�ned a strong follow�ng and was well-respected.
Follow�ng the d�ssolut�on of the Ottoman Emp�re, he led the Turk�sh
Nat�onal�st Movement that wanted freedom from fore�gn occupat�on, and also
organ�sed a prov�s�onal government �n Ankara. Mustafa Kemal led the War of
Independence (1919 – 1923) that ended the all�ed rule and brought freedom to
from the Armen�ans, Ital�ans, French, and f�nally the Greeks.
In 1923, the Grand Nat�onal Assembly �n Ankara declared the sultan’s rule
f�nally over, and the last Ottoman sultan fled h�s palace �n fear of h�s l�fe. That
year The Treaty of Lausanne was s�gned recogn�s�ng an �ndependent Turk�sh
state. The Grand Nat�onal Assembly then went on to procla�m th�s new state
the Republ�c of Turkey, and elect Mustafa Kemal as �ts f�rst pres�dent on the
same day, October 29th 1923.

Mustafa Kemal’s Pres�dency
Throughout h�s pres�dency from 1923 unt�l h�s death �n 1938, Mustafa Kemal
�ntroduced many rad�cal soc�al, pol�t�cal, rel�g�ous and cultural reforms.
Mustafa Kemal stud�ed Western governments and democrac�es, and
establ�shed a pol�cy of state secular�sm, leav�ng beh�nd many of the former
rel�g�ous and Ottoman pol�c�es and bel�efs. Mustafa Kemal encouraged h�s
c�t�zens to wear European-style cloth�ng, and for women to drop the ve�ls, he
also outlawed the wear�ng of the fez hat, seen as a symbol of Ottoman rule.
Mustafa Kemal organ�sed free educat�on for ch�ldren and re�nvented the
Turk�sh language opt�ng for a Lat�n alphabet rather than Arab�c. In 1935
surnames were �ntroduced, and �t was then that he was g�ven the name
Atatürk, mean�ng ‘Father of the Turks’ – th�s �s how Mustafa Kemal �s most
often referred to today.
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Atatürk‘s legacy l�ves on.
Mustafa Kemal Atatürk d�ed on November 10th 1938 from c�rrhos�s of the l�ver,
a cond�t�on he had been battl�ng for some t�me. However, h�s legacy l�ves on.
Today almost every bus�ness, recept�on and many homes feature a p�cture of
th�s great man �n the�r recept�ons or on the�r l�v�ng room walls. Many schools,
streets and government bu�ld�ngs are named �n h�s honour, statues dep�ct h�s
l�fe and ach�evements, and most Turks w�ll happ�ly d�scuss how Atatürk
revolut�on�sed Turkey to make �t the modern Republ�c of Turkey we know and
love today. Mustafa Kemal Atatürk w�ll l�ve on as Turkey’s great leader, and for
that reason November 10th each year w�ll always be remembered and
respected by h�s Turk�sh c�t�zens.
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